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From: william parker

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: whale torture
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 10:33:26 PM

There is no longer a need to hunt Whales,You can't go back.

Willy
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From: Polly Klein

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 7:02:43 PM

I'm concerned over the possibility of allowing more whales to be hunted by the Makah
tribe. To be honest, | struggled as to whether to write this because | do respect the
fact that these are indigenous people who were doing these rituals long before I or
probably the majority of people writing you were here and | understand this is part of
their cultural and spiritual belief system. 1 very much respect their beliefs and feel |
even understand why they feel it is so important to conduct these whale hunts.

Yet, | still feel strongly that whales need to be protected. Since the tribe's
livelihood or need for sustenance is not directly tied to having these
whale hunts, | can't sit by quietly while whales are hunted and killed in
what appears to be tortuous ways. Please consider stopping this practice.

Thank you for your time,

Polly Klein
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From: Jim Wright

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: No more killing
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 3:49:16 PM

Times have changed, there is no real reason to kill these beautiful
peaceful creatures. If you need to have the ceremony, then do it in effigy
and eat salmon. | used to camp on the Makah reservation years ago and
found the people very wonderful and warm. | don't want to think that
these same people would want to make a whale suffer and die.

Jim Wright

Brier, Wa
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From: Art Parker

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 1:15:23 PM

Please note my opposition to any harvest of whales by the Makah Tribe in 2008 or any year. | am
involved in commercial vessel construction including whale watching vessels, we consider whales a co
—clients.

Regards Art Parker Kvichak Marine Ind.  Seattle WA
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From: sjturney@comcast.net

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 12:12:35 PM

How can | get more information on stopping the Makah whale hunts?..
Unfortunatly the old days are gone, whale meat is not needed for survival
and as far as the spiritual aspects, we as people grow and change with
time, maybe the spiritual needs could be met without the suffering and
killing of such an important and majestic being. The illigal hunt showed
the desrepect and lack of skill of the hunters.

Thanks! Sue Turney
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From: julie olsen

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: Attn:2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Monday, June 16, 2008 11:48:21 PM

I am deeply concerned that the permission for whale hunting may be approved for
the Makah tribe. | feel that some traditions need to be modified or no longer
practiced in this day and age. We now know how intelligent these creatures are, we
now understand the complexities of their life and family units, the whale numbers
are getting low and it just doesnt make sense to allow whale hunting at this time.

Thank you for listening,

Julie Olsen

It's easy to add contacts from Facebook and other social sites through Windows
Live™ Messenger. Learn How.
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From: Gillian Burlingham

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;

CcC: delilaleber@gmail.com; delila@riseup.net; floresgordon30@msn.com;
gausauce@yahoo.com; jbetzzall@earthlink.net; JSmith@afsc.org;
merlin@speakeasy.net; sofia_lillian@yahoo.com; schullasavok@gmail.com;
gillygb@yahoo.com; Kathryn Flores;

Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Sunday, June 15, 2008 12:12:06 PM

I'm fully in support of the Makah to maintain their treaty rights to whaling.
| believe the environmental impact would be much less significant than
the harm to the Makah themselves, as a people and as a nation.

We (the US) agreed to the Makah's right to whale when negotiating with
the tribe many years ago. We need to stand by our word. | know the US
government didn't always (ever?) negotiate tribal treaties in good faith,
but if we see and think more clearly now and have the integrity that our
ancestors lacked, we need to make good on their words and agreements.

Though I'm a Seattle resident, | grew up in a small town in New York
state on a dairy farm. Many of my schoolmates or neighbors relied on
hunted food for their meals. In my family, we relied on food grown in our
large garden to supplement many of our meals. It wasn't a rich area. I'm
comfortable with the need of some to keep food on the table and maintain
a cultural heritage by taking the lives of animals. On the first day of deer
hunting season, my town's school hallways were cleared out because so
many kids went hunting with their families that day. That, too, is the sign
of a cultural practice that receives very little notice or attention despite a
similar focus on killing animals.

| trust the Makah tribe to hunt in a respectful and harmonious way,
notwithstanding the actions of some of their members in recent months.
Every community has those who act outside community expectation and
the law. The tribe as a whole has condemned the actions of a few. |
believe the tribe's method of hunting would be law-abiding--tribal, US
federal, and international law--and in keeping with cultural practice and
maintaining environmental balance. The tribe has waited years for the
results of this environmental impact statement and as a group has not
hunted during that time. They have followed procedure, waiting for
permission to continue a practice that is already their right. It's time for
us, the US, to honor our commitment to our neighbors and "allow" what
isn't truly ours to give, but what we have chosen to make ours to take
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away--the right to maintain and transmit to one's children the cultural
practices and values of one's people.

Thank you for making the opportunity to comment on this process. | look
forward to the day when the Makah are given the go-ahead to choose to
hunt or not to hunt as they see fit. It should be the tribe's decision, not
ours as US citizens.

Sincerely,
Gillian Burlingham






From: suzanna.vandervoort

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;

Subject: No celebration warrants animal suffering and death
Date: Sunday, June 15, 2008 7:46:58 AM

NOAA's Fisheries Service:

Thank you for accepting public opinion on the Makah Indian Tribe's February
2005 appeal to recommence hunting Pacific gray whales in coastal waters off
Washington State. | understand the Draft EIS weighs a range of options to
the tribe's proposal to kill whales.

| respectfully ask you to consider this fact: In the 21st Century, no human
being needs whale meat to survive -- including the Makah Tribe, who until
recently, left the gray whale alone for over 70 years.

The "reinforcement of tribal identity" does not justify slaughter.. Whales

are typically harpooned or blasted with high-powered rifles under the guise
of cultural whaling. Holidays are observed with whaling contests and races.
No celebration warrants animal suffering and death.

After five Makah whalers illegally shot and harpooned a gray whale off Neah
Bay in 2007, the animal gradually bled to death over nine hours. The Makah
Nation dismissed all charges, as long as the offenders violated no laws for
the next year. Federal prosecutors offered a plea deal that asked the tribal
court to waive prosecution. As you know, the tribal judge ignored the

federal plea deal, ordering the five whalers to instead stand trial in a
sympathetic Makah courtroom.

This is unacceptable -- for the Neah Bay whale and others who will suffer
prolonged death at the hands of Makah killers. Please do not honor "treaty
rights” to massacre whales.

There is no rationale for "ceremonial and subsistence" whaling in the
contemporary world. Please deny the Makah Nation's proposal to legally kill
whales under their treaty.

Thank you,

Suzanna van der Voort
Maastricht / Netherlands
svdvoort@alice.nl
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From: Le Petit Chien

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.qov;
Subject: RE: 2008 Makah DEIS

Date: Saturday, June 14, 2008 8:28:01 AM
NOAA's Fisheries Service:

Thank you for accepting public opinion on the Makah Indian Tribe's February
2005 appeal to recommence hunting Pacific gray whales in coastal waters off
Washington State. | understand the Dratft EIS weighs a range of options to
the tribe's proposal to kill whales.

| respectfully ask you to consider this fact: In the 21st Century, no human
being needs whale meat to survive -- including the Makah Tribe, who until
recently, left the gray whale alone for over 70 years.

The "reinforcement of tribal identity" does not justify slaughter. Whales

are typically harpooned or blasted with high-powered rifles under the guise
of cultural whaling. Holidays are observed with whaling contests and races.
No celebration warrants animal suffering and death.

After five Makah whalers illegally shot and harpooned a gray whale off Neah
Bay in 2007, the animal gradually bled to death over nine hours. The Makah
Nation dismissed all charges, as long as the offenders violated no laws for
the next year. Federal prosecutors offered a plea deal that asked the tribal
court to waive prosecution. As you know, the tribal judge ignored the

federal plea deal, ordering the five whalers to instead stand trial in a
sympathetic Makah courtroom.

This is unacceptable -- for the Neah Bay whale and others who will suffer
prolonged death at the hands of Makah killers. Please do not honor "treaty
rights” to massacre whales.

There is no rationale for "ceremonial and subsistence" whaling in the
contemporary world. Please deny the Makah Nation's proposal to legally kill
whales under their treaty.

Thank you,
LPC



mailto:perro10@xs4all.nl

mailto:MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov




From: Robin Rae

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: Makah Draft EIS
Date: Saturday, June 14, 2008 3:21:18 AM

NOAA's Fisheries Service:

Thank you for accepting public opinion on the Makah Indian Tribe's
February

2005 appeal to recommence hunting Pacific gray whales in coastal waters
off

Washington State. | understand the Draft EIS weighs a range of options to
the tribe's proposal to MURDER whales.

I respectfully ask you to consider this fact: In the 21st Century, NO human
being needs whale meat to survive -- including the Makah Tribe, who
until

recently, left the gray whale alone for over 70 years!

The "reinforcement of tribal identity"” does NOT justify slaughter! Whales
are typically harpooned or blasted with high-powered rifles under the guise
of cultural whaling. Holidays are observed with whaling contests and races.
No celebration warrants animal suffering and death.

After five Makah whalers illegally shot and harpooned a gray whale off Neah
Bay in 2007, the animal gradually bled to death over NINE hours!! The
Makah

Nation dismissed all charges, as long as the offenders violated no laws for
the next year. Federal prosecutors offered a plea deal that asked the

tribal court to waive prosecution. As you know, the tribal judge ignored

the federal plea deal, ordering the five whalers to instead stand trial in a
sympathetic Makah courtroom.

This is totally UNACCEPTABLE -- for the Neah Bay whale and others who will
suffer prolonged death at the hands of Makah killers. Please do not honor
"treaty rights" to massacre whales!!

There is NO rationale for "ceremonial and subsistence"” whaling in the
contemporary world. Please deny the Makah Nation's proposal to legally
MURDER whales under their treaty.

In Peace,
Robin Rae =~. ~=
(808) 387-9238

Art4Peace@hawaii.rr.com
Hauula, Hawaii USA
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--"Activism is my rent for living on the planet.” -Alice Walker
-- "The animals of the earth are NOT here for us...WE are here for THEM!!"






From: Nuntanitz B

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Saturday, June 14, 2008 12:10:59 AM

RE: 2008 Makah DEIS

Dear NOAA's Fisheries Service:

Thank you for accepting public opinion on the Makah Indian Tribe's
February 2005 appeal to recommence hunting Pacific gray whales in
coastal waters off Washington State. | understand the Draft EIS weighs a
range of options to the tribe's proposal to kill whales.

I respectfully ask you to consider this fact: In the 21st Century, no human
being needs whale meat to survive -- including the Makah Tribe, who until
recently, left the gray whale alone for over 70 years.

The "reinforcement of tribal identity” does not justify slaughter. Whales
are typically harpooned or blasted with high-powered rifles under the
guise of cultural whaling. Holidays are observed with whaling contests and
races. No celebration warrants animal suffering and death.

After five Makah whalers illegally shot and harpooned a gray whale off
Neah Bay in 2007, the animal gradually bled to death over nine hours. The
Makah Nation dismissed all charges, as long as the offenders violated no
laws for the next year. Federal prosecutors offered a plea deal that asked
the tribal court to waive prosecution. As you know, the tribal judge
ignored the federal plea deal, ordering the five whalers to instead stand
trial in a sympathetic Makah courtroom.

This is unacceptable -- for the Neah Bay whale and others who will suffer
prolonged death at the hands of Makah killers. Please do not honor "treaty
rights" to massacre whales.

There is no rationale for "ceremonial and subsistence" whaling in the
contemporary world. Please deny the Makah Nation's proposal to legally
kill whales under their treaty.

Sincerely,
Nuntanit Bumrungsap
335, Praram 9 Soi 49, Seri 6 Rd,
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Suanluang, Bangkok 10250, THAILAND






From: deco

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.qov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Friday, June 13, 2008 2:23:29 PM

Dear Mr. Stone:

I am writing to express my opposition to allowing the Makah to continue
their hunting of whales. | have vast respect for the cultural

traditions of native peoples. But | would like to argue that inflicting

so much pain and suffering on these intelligent, sensitive, and
threatened animals cannot be justified. Cultural tradition should never
be an excuse to abuse and torture an animal to death. Most reasonable
people agree that certain "traditions" such as slavery, denying women
the right to vote, etc. were rightfully abolished and should never be
revisited. We should have enough respect for the Makah to realize that
they can revitalize their cultural tradtions without killing whales.

This hunt has global implications for whale populations. The scientific
community is in agreement that whale populations have been severely
diminished around the world by hunting. The Makah hunt provides an open
door for commerical whalers in Japan, Norway, Iceland and Russia, who
seek to use this "cultural” justification as just another loophole to

kill whales for their own finacial gain.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,

Michelle L. Gramza
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